
For help with installation, call 360-260-CORK (2675)
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WARNING:  Torque values noted in these instructions must be abided.  Your 
suspension is a critical part of the safety of the vehicle. 

These instructions were written as a supplement only and should be used in 
conjunction with a factory service manual.  Read all instructions prior to 
beginning the job. 

Model   Year   Trim

Mazda3  2004-2009 All 
   2010+  All

Part Number:
Axe-3-020

Tooling List:
3/8 Ratchet
14mm Socket
 
Torque Wrench

Parts List:
1.  Front Strut Tower Bar

Time Estimate:
30 minutes

 !

Wrench Rating:
1/5

CorkSport Front Strut Tower Bar
2004-2009, 2010+ MAZDA3
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How the Instructions Work
To best cover all of our customers experience levels and familiarity with 
the systems on their Mazda, we have broken our instructions down into 
numbered steps, each of which has the core information in the header with 
additional detail as needed depending on your experience. When video 
assistance is also available for certain steps it is indicated by the HD icon:    
Areas where there is a safety concern are indicated by the warning icon:     
Cautionary areas (where parts are fragile, etc) are indicated by the caution 
icon:       Key tips are indicated with the light bulb icon:   
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For help with installation, call 360-260-CORK (2675)

Installation Instructions:
Corksport Front Strut Tower Bar

2004-2010 Mazda3
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1:  Find a suitable location. 
Before installation you should park your car on a level surface to ensure that 
your installation of the front strut tower bar will not be preloaded with the 
chassis out of alignment.     Set the emergency brake.
 
2:  Installation of Front Strut 
Tower Bar

A.  Remove 3x 14mm strut top bolts on each 
side of the vehicle as shown in Figure 2a.  

B.  Place strut tower bar in engine 
compartment, as shown in Figure 2a (Jog in 
the bar goes forward), aligned over holes 
for strut tower bolts.  Start bolts by hand 
into all six locations.

C.  Torque bolts to 14-20 ft lb of torque.

D.  Check engine compartment for clearance - 
generally between the battery and the strut 
tower bar as well as the clearance between 
the strut tower bar and the hood liner.  

3.  Test drive and retorque.

A.  Take the car onto a closed street or parking lot, make a few aggressive 
sharp turns at low speeds as well as a few hard accelerations and 
decelerations.  Return to your shop / driveway with flat surface.

B.  Retorque bolts to 14-20 ft lb of torque.

Note:  If you are running a set of adjustible front struts and need further 
access to the adjusters than is available with the hole in the top of the strut 
tower bar, you can use a hole saw with a center drill bit slightly larger than 
the existing hole to open the hole up to a larger size.  Some guidelines:

 1.  When choosing a saw size, you should retain at least 1/2”/13mm of the  
 flat surface around the outside edge of the top plate above the strut.  

 2.  use a rounded surface file or a die grinder with a deburring tool to 
 clean up the edge of the cut after you’ve completed the cut. 

4.  What’s Next?
Now that you’ve invested in some the strut tower 
bar to augment your cornering capabilities, 
consider one of our rear motor mount insert sets.  
At $35/set, these urethane bushings fill the voids 
in your factory motor mount, substantially 
reducing wheel hop and driveline lash for a firmer 
launch and quicker delivery of torque to the 
ground.  The install on these is a snap - Pull 5 
bolts, pull the motor mount, put the inserts in, put 
the motor mount back and torque all five bolts to 
70 ft lb of torque.  Start to finish it’s a 30 minute 
job and makes a huge improvement. 
http://www.corksport.com/corksport-mazda-3-motor-mount-insert.html

Figure 2a

Figure 2b
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